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Introduction 

This module is designed to introduce and develop teachers’ competencies in using social 
bookmarking tools, a method for storing, organising and sharing your favourite websites 
online. It is aimed at teachers with no or little knowledge or experience of using social 
bookmarking tools and will demonstrate how key features can benefit learning and 
teaching.  For this particular module, one of the most prominent providers; delicious, will be 
used, with an introduction to some of the other popular providers. 
 
Session 1 - An Introduction to Social Bookmarking 
This session is designed to introduce teachers to the concept of social bookmarking and 
examines the key features and how they can be used effectively in learning and teaching. 
The new genre of educational social software has seen the development of social 
bookmarking tools which lend themselves to use by groups to exchange, share and organise 
information. Like wikis, these tools enable learners to share spaces and resources and can be 
particularly effective to support group activities. 
 
Session 2 - Social Bookmarking Examples 
This session provides an opportunity for teachers to explore the more popular social 
bookmarking sites on the web. There are many sites available for the purpose of 
bookmarking, some have more advanced features and also are aimed at different types of 
audiences, as discussed in session one. 
 
Session 3 - The Delights of Delicious 
With a basic understanding of what social bookmarking is and being introduced to a variety 
of tools on offer (in Session 1 and 2), this session concentrates on delicious - one of the most 
popular tools available, taking you through the basics of setting up and organising your 
account and the various ways of using it within learning and teaching. 
 
Session 4 - The Use of Social Bookmarking Tools in Education 
This final session will look at some suggestions for the use of social bookmarking tools in 
education.  The activities are varied, some being specific to a subject, others can be adapted 
to any curriculum. 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_bookmarking
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_bookmarking
http://www.delicious.com/
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Session 1 - An Introduction to Social Bookmarking 
 

Introduction 

This session is designed to introduce teachers to the concept of social bookmarking and 
examines the key features and how they can be used effectively in learning and teaching. 

The new genre of educational social software has seen the development of social 
bookmarking tools which lend themselves to use by groups to exchange, share and organise 
information. Like wikis, these tools enable learners to share spaces and resources and can be 
particularly effective to support group activities. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this session, you will have: 

• An understanding of what social bookmarking is 

• An understanding of the educational benefits of social bookmarking 

• Knowledge of the accessibility  of social bookmarking 

 

What you have to do 

This session introduces you to a number of resources, designed to introduce you to the 
variety of social bookmarking tools out there. It is advisable to watch all the videos as they 
will give you a much broader understanding of social bookmarking tools and how people are 
using them. The case studies will give an idea of how some educators are using social 
bookmarking. 

 

1.1 What is Social Bookmarking? 
We all have our favourite websites that we return to frequently or may find a really useful 
site that you wish to save for future reference.  We know we do not have to write down the 
sometimes lengthy and complicated URL (web address), but traditionally save it for future 
use to Favourites in our web browser. 

With traditional bookmarking within a web browser, one of the restrictions is you can only 
access your bookmarks on that computer. What happens if you want to share this resource 
with others? Well, in most cases, you would have to email the web link - not very efficient!  
This is where social bookmarking takes saving websites to the next level. 

Social bookmarking has developed as a social software tool that allows users to submit, 
classify, localise and share their bookmarked web pages to a central site where they can be 
located and ‘tagged’ by other users. It is a process that is used by people to organise, 
arrange, maintain and reserve links on website pages. Tags then provide the user the ability 
to insert keywords to distribute content to other sites on the internet. 

Bookmarking has become a series of shared spaces that, if used effectively by its users, have 
the potential to become a living resource. Users can share resources for a common purpose 
by simply accessing their bookmarking account to see what others have bookmarked. 
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There are many social bookmarking sites and the list is growing, of which some of the more 
popular sites will be discussed in Session 2. 

Take a look at this clip, courtesy Common Craft.  It explains in simple terms what social 
bookmarking is. 

In the following section you will learn in more detail, about the educational benefits of social 
bookmarking.  

 

1.2 The Educational Benefits of Social Bookmarking 
Recently, social bookmarking has become very popular in education. Many teachers 
complete and handout reading lists for students to use in assignments; this would be 
simplified and made more accessible by using a link to an online version of the teacher's 
preferred lists electronically through a social bookmarking site.  

Similarly, central to an institution, library or learning resource staff can create an electronic 
bank of researched and, more importantly, reviewed and verified web links for students to 
access from a VLE or the institution's website. 

So what’s so different about this type of bookmarking? What are the benefits and how can it 
help with teaching and learning? Think of your own experiences and reflect on how many 
times you have given a recommended reading list to your students only to find that the 
resources are no longer available. Recommended online resources in course booklets, by 
nature of the dynamics of the Internet, are often no longer available. This is both frustrating 
for you and your students. Bookmarking can solve this problem. 

 

Managing the Curriculum 

It is standard practice for teachers to collaborate when planning and delivering the 
curriculum, including the collection and sharing of resources.  Social bookmarking enables 
teachers to do this more effectively, creating comprehensive resource lists and in particular, 
creating a class or Faculty account.  When planning for a new academic year or new module 
or subject, this tool enables the teacher to manage their links ready for the students. 

Once you have lots of links saved and tagged with relevant keywords, this now opens up a 
whole new avenue of resources to both you and your students and as the collection of 
resources grows, it becomes a valuable tool for learning and teaching. 

 

Personalisation and Organisation 

Social bookmarking allows users to make their collection or list of websites public or private.  
This way, users can choose the visibility and the ability to share within not only their 
organisation, but world-wide.  

An efficient approach would be to create folders on our browser to store these website links 
in some sort of order. 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HeBmvDpVbWc&feature=player_embedded
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Google: Searching the Void 

Using the internet for research has always been a contentious issue in education.  Students 
choosing to use this route for their research, often end up sourcing biased or unreliable 
websites. A Google search returns the most popular sites, but often the least useful in 
educational research.  Social bookmarking provides a tool for learners to involve themselves 
in human collaboration, where by searching other peoples´ links, you find like-minded 
researchers, in-turn, more valuable links.  The beauty is, everything that has been saved is 
someone’s favourite – the work has been done for you! 

 

Collaboration and Sharing 

Once you have bookmarked a site and organised it, you now may want to share it.  Sharing is 
the most useful part of any social bookmarking tool.  When users then rank the usefulness of 
a site, this rating also relates to the quality of the resource.  What better for educational 
purposes!  

Both teachers and students can create a group account with a shared password. An 
advancement of this would be to create a unique tag for all group related links. Many social 
bookmarking sites also allow teachers to review and comment on links submitted by their 
students. 

Let us now look at some educational uses in more detail in the Case Study in the next 
section. 

 

Educational Case Study 

The case study below will give you further information and ideas for using social 
bookmarking in education. 
 

Exploring the Use of Social Bookmarking Technology in Education: An Analysis of Students’ 
Experiences using a Course-specific Delicious.com Account 
This study shows how social bookmarking, specifically Delicious.com, can be used in a course 
to provide an inexpensive answer to the question of rising course materials costs. Through a 
series of online focus groups, 53 students enrolled in a “Social Media and Public Relations” 
course revealed their apprehension toward using an unknown technology and discussed 
their positive and negative experiences with using the course-specific Delicious.com account. 
Implications for how social bookmarking can impact online and offline learning are 
discussed. 
 

This study sought to examine how students view social bookmarking in relation to the 
learning process through the following three research questions:  

• RQ1: How aware are students of social bookmarking? 

• RQ2: How do students describe their experiences with using a centralised social 
bookmarking account as a replacement for a course packet? 

• RQ3: What are the biggest advantages and disadvantages of social bookmarking in 
higher education from students’ perspectives? 
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Methodology 

At a large Southeastern university, 59 students enrolled in a “Social Media and Public 
Relations” course to learn how different social media applications could be used in 
organisational communication and public relations campaigns. The instructor assigned 
readings from both a traditional textbook and a social bookmarking account that was made 
available to everyone in the course. Each week, the students were required to read one or 
two textbook chapters or research papers from academic journals as well as read between 
eight and 10 relevant bookmarked Web sites. Half-way through the semester, the instructor 
asked for the students to participate in one of six online focus groups to discuss their 
reactions to social bookmarking.  

Originally, the instructor had not planned on conducting online focus groups; however, 
students had expressed initial hesitation with social bookmarking, and input was sought 
before the midpoint of the semester to determine if the supplemental readings were found 
to be helpful. The Institutional Review Board at the instructor’s institution granted 
permission to collect the data through online focus groups since it was not a required 
portion of class and students had the option to withdraw from participation at any point. 

Students signed up to participate in the online focus groups that were moderated by the 
instructor.  On average, the focus groups lasted slightly more than one hour (63 minutes) to 
answer four open-ended questions concerning the course’s social bookmark and the 
students’ learning experience.  In addition to these questions, the focus group moderator 
allowed the students to detail their positive and negative experiences with using 
Delicious.com, which housed the course’s social bookmarking account. The focus groups 
were transcribed by the research team to ensure that the students’ exact language to 
describe their experiences. 

 

Results 

Though the participants in this study came from different academic backgrounds and had 
varying levels of experience with social bookmarking prior to the course, they shared many 
experiences.  The participants in the focus group consisted of 14 graduate students (eight 
females, six males) and 45 undergraduates (32 females, 13 males).  Roughly one-half of the 
students were studying public relations (27) while another quarter studied other 
communication-related topics.  The remaining one-third of students came from education, 
business, and sports management departments on the University’s campus. The overall 
conclusion was that the use of social bookmarking significantly enhances the students' 
learning experience. 

 

Discussion 

What do you think of this case study? Do you recognise elements in your teaching 
experience? In the discussion at the end of this module you will be invited share your views. 

In the next session you will be introduced to a number of bookmarking tools.  

 

 

 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/47249298/Exploring-the-Use-of-Social-Bokmarking
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1.3 Making Social Bookmarking Easy 

 
AddThis is a free tool that allows websites and blogs to spread their content across the web 
by making it easy for visitors to bookmark and share content to their favourite social 
bookmarking tools. It also has analytics to help users understand how and where their 
content is being shared.  Most websites and blogs now have social bookmarking buttons 
often at the bottom of their sites, to easily add to your favourite tool or multiple tools. 

 

 
This video shows how AddThis works for websites.  

  

Social Bookmarking Buttons 

To make life easier for people to add to social bookmarking applications, websites add social 
bookmarking buttons, often found at the bottom of a site. 

 
The BBC website, like many sites, provides visitors to their pages with a quick and simple 
way of bookmarking information for future reference. They also provide guidance for users. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UF76D9h8sQ&feature=player_embedded
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/help/6915817.stm
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Educational Applications 

From the perspective of both learner and teacher, the presence of AddThis social 
bookmarking buttons on a website, makes it even easier to bookmark.  Think about your 
institutions website or virtual learning environment.  If you want to raise the profile of 
specific content and give your learners easy access, adding social bookmarking buttons to 
those specific web pages will raise usage. 

 

1.4 Session Outcomes and Discussion 
Session 1 has provided you with a good basic knowledge of what social bookmarking is, the 
vast and varied amount of sites available and some of the educational benefits of using them 
within education. 

Here is a summary of some of the advantages of using social bookmarking tools: 

• Easy to set-up and manage your account 

• It is available for public viewing rather than restricted to one personal computer. 

• It is possible to see what bookmarks are popular with other users. 

• Can significantly widen your available resources and allows you to form a community 
of like-minded users. 

• Tags or keywords can be used as descriptors for your bookmarks to make them really 
searchable. 

• Use as a networking tool to share good practice world-wide and closer to home. 

• Subscribe to someone’s bookmarks via RSS 

• Develops a collection of reviewed and more importantly, approved sites for students 
to use. 

• Lists are easily downloadable and transferable between social bookmarking providers 

• A great learner centred discovery tool 

• Engages learners in collaborative activity 

Having completed this session, what are your initial thoughts about bookmarking & its 
potential in education?  You are invited to post comments on the discussion forum and are 
also encouraged to read the comments that others have made and respond. 

There is no 'right or wrong' answer as things work differently in different contexts. However, 
sharing experience of what works and what doesn't helps everyone and arriving at a 
consensus about effective practice is the objective. 

It is hoped that this activity will help you to form a view on social bookmarking that will be 
useful to you when planning and delivering the curriculum. 

Session 2 will look at some of the more popular examples of social bookmarking tools.  

http://svea.csp.it/social_bookmarking/node/827


 
 

11 | S o c i a l  B o o k m a r k i n g  

SVEA Training Modules 

Session 2 – Social Bookmarking Examples 
 

Introduction 

This session provides an opportunity for teachers to explore the more popular social 
bookmarking sites on the web. There are many sites available for the purpose of 
bookmarking, some have more advanced features and also are aimed at different types of 
audiences, as discussed in session one. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this session, you will have: 

• An understanding of the range of social bookmarking tools available 

• Been introduced to 4 popular social bookmarking tools 

 

What you have to do 

This session will introduce you to some examples, through linking to their sites and watching 
video resources to inform your choices as to which social bookmarking tool is right for you. 
In the Outcomes and Discussion, you have the opportunity to post your views on the forum.  

 

2.1 Social Bookmarking Examples 
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As you can see from the image above, there are many social bookmarking tools out there 
with more joining weekly.  With the variety that is available, as a teacher you have the 
option to use more than one in your teaching and learning according to its tools. 

 

Social Bookmarking within Social Sites 

Social bookmarking is now being seen as a popular tool within social sites such as Twitter 
and Facebook. This diagram shows the usage reports of different social sites (July 2009), in 
particular how users are sharing content. 

 
  

There is a trend for the more popular social networking sites like Facebook (24%) to include 
bookmarking as a function and to take over from the use of individual social bookmarking 
sites. They are seen as a 'one social tool does all' sites. 

However, there are bookmarking sites that offer an excellent service and you will now be 
introduced to some of the more popular ones.  

 

2.1.1 Diigo 

 
Diigo is an abbreviation for the ‘Digest of Internet Information, Groups and Other stuff’. In 
addition to the social bookmarking aspects, Diigo allows you to highlight parts of a webpage 

http://www.diigo.com/
http://lonewolflibrarian.wordpress.com/category/social-networks/
http://www.diigo.com/
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and attach sticky notes that can be either made private or public – perfect for class 
collaboration! 
 
Features and Facts: 

• Launched 2006 

• Free and Premium accounts available 

• Highlighting tool 

• The ability for users to highlight any part of a webpage and attach sticky notes 

• Share annotations 

• Different levels of privacy 

• Customisable toolbar 

• Follow or get followed 

• Automatically exports to delicious 

 
Educational Applications of Diigo 

Just as a student may highlight particular text in lecture notes or use sticky notes in books, 
Diigo has the advantage of doing this online. It encourages active e-reading and retention of 
information. Whilst other social bookmarking sites only save the link, Diigo can select, save 
and share text and pictures.  

 
 

Video Resources 

This video shows all the excellent features, in particular its interoperability with mobile 
technologies.  It also demonstrates highlighted text on a web page and when revisited, it 
stays there. 

There is then another video that looks at how Diigo improves online productivity through 
their 3 main tools, My Library, My Network and My Groups and reflects Diigo's key values or 
researching, sharing and collaborating.  

http://vimeo.com/12687333
http://vimeo.com/6747389
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Discussion 

Diigo has some interesting tools.  How would you use it with your learners?  In the discussion 
forum in the SVEA platform you can share your thoughts.  

 

2.1.2 StumbleUpon 

 

StumbleUpon, is not so much a social bookmarking tool, but works more as a discovery, 
search engine that finds the best of the web, recommended to users. A wiki is also used for 
users to collaboratively describe and evaluate the sites. 

 

Features and Facts 

• Founded in 2001 

• Over 14 million users 

• Can login with your Facebook account 

• Personalised browsing of 500 topics 

• Available as an app for smart phones 

• Uses ratings by 8 million users 

• Community based sharing 

StumbleUpon is a great tool to introduce your students to site that searches from a selection 
of recommended sites rather than going straight to a Google search.  This is useful in 
particular, for lower level students or those with little or no web skills.  ALl is needed is to a 
set up a free account (which can be linked to your Facebook account) 

 
 

http://svea.csp.it/social_bookmarking/node/830
http://svea.csp.it/social_bookmarking/node/830
http://www.stumbleupon.com/
http://www.stumbleupon.com/
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Video Resources  

A great feature of StumbleUpon is the recommendation specifically of videos.  It helps you 
discover videos from multiple sites including YouTube, TED and Vimeo.  You also have the 
choice to search by topic.  Sometimes it is difficult to find quality video resources for 
teaching, so this is an excellent search tool. 

 
 
If you click here you will find a video introducing you to the basics of StumbleUpon. 
 

Discussion  

What features, if any of StumbleUpon do you like and would consider using in learning and 
teaching?  Again, use the discussion forum to share your thoughts. 

A variation on this type of resource is the social news site.  
 
2.1.3 Social News Sites 

Some social bookmarking sites are differentiated by the content that users add to their lists.  
A particular group is that of social news sites.  They provide you with quick access to a 
variety of news articles, along with the opinions of other users. Articles and news from other 
websites are aggregated within the social news sites where, not only can you share content 
relevant to your interests; you can also participate in discussions with fellow users. 

  

You will now be introduced to 2 of the more popular ones, Digg and Reddit. 

http://video.stumbleupon.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=4D_a-h4XFMo
http://svea.csp.it/social_bookmarking/node/826
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_news
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Digg 

 

Digg is one of the most popular social news sites.  

Facts and Features 

• Founded in 2004 

• Integrates with Facebook Connect 

• Specific categories 

• Digg widget for blogs 

• A downloadable a Digg toolbar 

• USA based 

• Mobile version (m.digg.com) 

• App for smart phones 

A great feature of Digg is the ability to quickly view the top stories in the last 24 hours rated 
by the Digg community. 

  

 
 

http://digg.com/news
http://digg.com/news
http://digg.com/news
http://digg.com/news


 
 

17 | S o c i a l  B o o k m a r k i n g  

SVEA Training Modules 

Digg Dialogg 

Launched in 2008, Digg Dialogg is a social interview programme which provides the facility 
for users to submit questions to be put forward in interviews with famous people.    

 

Example 

Below is an example of an interview containing questions from Digg users to the Toyota's VP 
of Quality. He discusses how the company is taking major steps to become a more 
responsive, safety-focused organisation. It allows him to listen more closely to customers, 
responding more quickly to concerns and taking concrete actions to ensure that Toyota is 
among the industry's leaders in safety. 

Fifteen thousand questions were submitted to Digg and then the top rated questions were 
used (voted by the Digg community) 

The final social bookmarking/social news site example is Reddit.  

 

Reddit 

 
Like Digg, Reddit is a site that creates user generated news links.  Users can browse and have 
the option to submit links to web content or submit posts, where fellow users comment on 
and can vote the posted links "up" or "down" with the most successful links gaining 
prominence on the front page. 

Facts and Features 

• Launched 2005 

• Community like commentary 

• YouTube channel 

• Subject catergories 

• Topical sections called ‘reddits’ which focus on specific topics 

• Has its own YouTube Channel  

 

Conclusions 

These examples of social bookmarking and social news web 2.0 tools demonstrate how 
many new ways of sharing information are becoming available. All of these tools have the 
potential to be beneficial in the delivery of learning and the support of learners. 

At the present time, the social bookmarking tool Delicious is the most popular, and the next 
session will look at its use in detail, including examples of how it has been used in education.  

 

 

http://tv.digg.com/diggdialogg
http://www.reddit.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/reddit
http://www.reddit.com/
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2.2 Session Outcomes and Discussion 
There are many social bookmarking tools available for use within learning and teaching.  
Everyone has its value, with social networking sites such as Facebook having the 
functionality of social bookmarking. 

Now that you have been introduced to some of the popular ones, you can pick and choose 
which ones to use, by looking at the key features relevant to what you want to achieve. Use 
the forum to discuss your thoughts and learn more about the ways other teachers are 
thinking of using them. 

Session 3 will introduce you to the most popular social bookmarking tool, delicious in more 
detail. 

  

http://svea.csp.it/social_bookmarking/node/830
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Session 3 – Collaboration with Facebook Pages  
 

Introduction 

Now that you have a basic understanding of what social bookmarking is and been introduced 
to a variety of tools on offer, this session will concentrate on delicious - one of the most 
popular tools available, taking you through the basics of setting up and organising your 
account and the various ways of using it within learning and teaching. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this session, you will have: 

• An understanding of the key features of delicious 

• Created and learned how to manage your delicious account 

• Ideas how to use delicious in learning and teaching 

• Learnt about the social community of delicious 

 
What you have to do 

This session is designed to provide you with an in-depth look at delicious. There are many 
different resources for you to access, covering many features of the tool, in particular, a 
variety of educational case studies for you to gain some ideas. It is advisable to watch all the 
videos as they will give you a much broader understanding of delicious and how people are 
using it. 

 

3.1 Delicious: An Overview 

 

Delicious is one of the most used social bookmarking tools on the web.  From primary 
through VET to higher education, there is a place for delicious as part of delivering courses 
and supporting learners.  It has a simple interface and intuitive features that are perfect for 
students of all levels and abilities.    

Delicious allows anyone to identify, classify and share useful websites. It allows the sites to 
be 'tagged' with key words that will make it easy for other users to find those sites. The key 
benefit is that teachers can make online resources accessible to learners wherever they log 

http://www.delicious.com/
http://www.delicious.com/
http://www.delicious.com/
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on. It also means that the learners can share new resources they have found with their 
fellow learners. 

If you click here you will find an introduction video to delicious. 

 

3.2 Getting Started 

 
Creating a delicious account and getting started is very easy. Here you can find a video that 
shows you how: 

 

In Summary: 

• Go to www.delicious.com 

• Click on 'Join Now' 

• Complete the signup details 

 
• Add the delicious button to your browser toolbar 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5evTMP8v6KA&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5c_u-1kstWs&feature=player_embedded
http://www.delicious.com/
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Adding a Website to your Delicious Account 

You will now be shown an example of bookmarking within delicious where the website 
www.moodle4teachers.co.uk needs to be tagged. 

Click on the delicious tag button on your internet explorer toolbar 

 
The following window will pop-up: 

  

The website moodle4teachers is bookmarked with a recognisable title and tagged using the 
keywords: moodle, VLE, e-learning and teaching.  Also you can see that delicious 
recommends additional tags. 

• Click on 'Save Changes' 

http://www.moodle4teachers.co.uk/
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Searching within Delicious 

When looking for information on a particular topic, it would be good to see what other sites 
have been tagged in delicious.  Let’s try it out to see what results from searching delicious 
for a tag used to describe moodle4teachers – moodle. 

The results show ‘My bookmarks’ within my account (that have already been bookmarked) 
and 59,997 results (at the time of searching) from ‘Everybody’s bookmarks’.   

 
 

Narrowing Your Search 

With so many search results for Moodle, you can use the tag filter feature which appears at 
the top of your search results to narrow your search and refine the number of relevant tags.  
This can help develop students´ research skills. 

 
This way you can search for, and add the bookmarks of other sites of interest to you to your 
available resources. 

Now you have set it up, the next section show how to manage your delicious account.  
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3.3 Managing Your Account 
Viewing and Editing your Account 

Once you have created your account you can view it by typing in the URL: http://delicious/ 
(followed by your delicious id). For the purpose of its use in education, you may want to 
make a list of your students delicious account names or make a link to them on your 
website.  

You can edit and personalise your account in ‘Settings’, in particular your public profile. If 
you are using one for your school or college you may want to add the website and email 
address.  These will then appear on your homepage, personalising the look and feel. 

 
 

Tags and Tagging 

Have you ever tried to categorise your bookmarks to put them into folders in your browser? 
Sometimes they can fit into more than one category but you have to opt for just one or save 
it in multiple folders. Sometimes they just won't fit anywhere!  Tags which are basically 
keywords that you use to categorise your bookmarked sites overcomes this problem. 

When you bookmark a page you provide the URL (web address), a brief description and 
keywords to tag it. Tagging serves a dual purpose. It helps you to remember what the 
bookmarked page is about and makes it findable by searching using key words. Other users 
can search using your keywords and find your bookmarked sites too. Think carefully about 
your names for your tags – make them as accurate and meaningful as possible. 

Here you can find a Wikipedia article explains the concept of collaborative tagging: 

 

http://delicious/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Models_of_collaborative_tagging
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Tag Clouds 

 
On your delicious account all tags are visible on the left hand side of the page.  You can also 
change this view to a tag cloud.  Below is a ‘tag cloud’ for a further education learning zone 
delicious account. The dark bold tags represent tag bundles, whilst the tags from smallest to 
the largest represent the amount of links tagged with those specific tags. 
  
Explore Everyone’s Tags 
From the front page of your delicious account you can choose to view and search Everyone’s 
Tags. By clicking on ‘learn more about tags’ you will be able to see a tag cloud of the tags 
and even more useful is your tags appear in green. This feature would be good for students 
researching a particular topic and for teachers to add to their tags from others. 
 
Subscriptions 

By subscribing to a specific Tag, those bookmarks will then appear in your ‘Subscriptions’, 
like an RSS Feed of what’s new.  This will help you keep up-to-date with current issues in a 
specific field of research. 
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Importing your Favourites into Delicious 

If you have an endless list of bookmarks on your own PC, you may think it would be too time 
consuming to add them all to your delicious account. Wrong! By following the link below you 
will be able to import any favourites from your PC - a great time saver! 

Learn more about it here. 

 

Delicious in Education 

Now that you have set up your delicious account and have some experience of its use, the 
next section will give an example of how it is being used in education. 

 

  

http://secure.delicious.com/settings/bookmarks/import
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3.4 Case Studies: The Educational Use of Delicious 
The following case studies give examples of how delicious is being used in education. 

 
 
Lesson Plan to Introduce delicious to a Group of Learners 

Objectives 
Students will apply technology tools and peripherals to support personal productivity, group 
collaboration, and learning throughout the curriculum Students will select and use 
appropriate tools and technology resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and solve 
problems. 

Delicious: First experiences for a group of students 
 
Maintaining Library Subject Guides Using Delicious 
Abstract By using Web 2.0 social bookmarking sites, libraries can more easily manage 
subject guides and other lists of Web resources. Social bookmarking services such as 
Delicious provide a one-click method to bookmark a Web site, allowing librarians to describe 
and categorize Web sites. Using a small amount of JavaScript, these bookmarked resources 
can be dynamically included in subject guides and other Web-based library resources. 

Here you find a paper which describes and analyses the use of social bookmarking at a 
medium-sized, comprehensive college library for the creation and maintenance of modern 
languages subject guides. A brief technical description outlining necessary JavaScript code 
provides a way for librarians to try this idea elsewhere. 

Having setup a delicious account and explored its use in education, this session concludes 
with a forum discussion. 
 
3.5 Session Outcomes and Discussion 
This session has looked in detail at Delicious, one of the most popular social bookmarking 
tools. You will have learnt about the collaborative capacity of Delicious, which allows the 
sharing of web resources by teachers and learners and where collaborative learning 
and curriculum planning can take place. 
 
Some Questions to Consider 
• What ideas has this session given you about the use of delicious in your teaching? Do you 

think the distribution and sharing of resources in this way would help your students in 
their learning? 

• Do you use delicious or any other bookmarking method when you want to store and 
share websites that are of importance to you? Do you see an advantage of using delicious 
rather than just adding sites to your Favourites list? 

To conclude this session, share your thoughts and experience with others in the discussion 
forum.  

http://wiki.classroom20.com/Social+Bookmarks+Lesson+Plans
http://www.scribd.com/doc/46732931/Delicious-Subject-Guides-Maintaining-Subject-Guides-Using-a-Social-Bookmarking-Site
http://svea.csp.it/social_bookmarking/node/825
http://svea.csp.it/social_bookmarking/node/831
http://svea.csp.it/social_bookmarking/node/831
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Session 4 – The Use of Social Bookmarking Tools in Vocational 
Education 
 

Introduction 

This final session will look at some suggestions for the use of social bookmarking tools in 
vocational education. 

 
Learning Activities 

Activity One: Setting up a Collaborative Account 

Create a class delicious account to work collaboratively on areas of your vocational 
curriculum.  Students can suggest class specific tags and get into the habit of contributing to 
the account.  Discussion can then take place as to the value of each in relation to a given 
topic. 

 

Activity Two: Networks 

Using tags that relate to your area of vocational teaching, research other users that have 
added particular sites to their accounts and add them to your Network. Encourage all 
students to create their own delicious accounts, and be added to the Network so they will 
automatically keeping abreast of the classes web resources. 

 

Activity Three: Homework & Work-Based Assignments 

Teachers can add to the delicious account specific websites that they want the students to 
access as part of a homework of work-based assignment. The students can be encouraged to 
build a delicious-based group of links as part of their assignment submission. 

 

Activity Four: Develop Research and Digital Literacy Skills 

Develop research and digital literacy skills in students by rating and reviewing websites and 
recommending them to their peers. A valuable exercise would be for students to evaluate 
the validity of information obtained online with the information they have from the course 
on the same subject. 

 

Curriculum Planning and Management Ideas 

• Libraries can create an account for all learners under subject headings, for use within 
a VLE or Website 
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• Subject librarians can tag links to publishers and book suppliers to keep up-to-date 
with new resources 

• Teachers can manage the curriculum through saving links to all the examination 
boards and syllabuses by using a specific tag 

• Teachers can create a bank of online or interactive resources to be used in the 
classroom 

• Create a tag for resources for Continuing, Professional Development 

• Plan for particular calendar events, holidays/festivals, including the date in the tag 

• Create a Network for networking with other educators 

• Create a Faculty or subject account for storing and sharing teaching resources 

• Classify resource types (audio, video, graphic) by adding to the tags 

 

Discussion 

After completing this module and reading through the above list, what are your thoughts on 
the use of social bookmarking in education? How do you think it might be used in a 
vocational educational context? Share your views in the discussion forum. 

http://svea.csp.it/social_bookmarking/node/810
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