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Introduction

This module is designed to introduce and develop an understanding and use of Web 2.0

communications on the Internet. It is aimed at teachers with little or no experience in using
Web 2.0 communications tools and will demonstrate the key features of each and how they
can benefit both teaching and learning.

There are five sessions in the module:

Session 1 — An Introduction to Web 2.0 Communications

This session provides an overview of commonly used Web 2.0 communication tools: Skype,
Chat, Instant Messaging and Forums. The session will also give some typical examples of the
use of these technologies, including their use in education.

Session 2 — Voice and Video Communications

This session provides guidance on the use of Skype, one of the most popular web 2.0 voice
and video communications services. It will enable you to set up a Skype account, set up and
test your sound and video equipment, and gain experience in their use in an educational
context.

Session 3 - Chat & Instant Messaging

This session examines two further methods of communications using web 2.0 tools. It
follows on from the previous session on voice and video communications and looks at real-
time text communications. The methods to be considered here are intended for
'synchronous' communications where the sender and receiver are online and participating at
the same time. You will be invited to try out these methods of communications.

Session 4 - Discussion Forums

This session will introduce the general features of discussion forums and will demonstrate
how you can set up your own discussion groups. It will concentrate on the use of Google
Groups, one of the most popular Web 2.0 collaboration tools, and will enable you to gain
experience of its use.

Session 5 — The Use of Web 2.0 Communications in Education

This session looks at some suggested activities for the educational use of Web 2.0
communications tools. It introduces you to websites set up by organisations like Google and
Skype specifically to support the use of their services by educational institutions and invites
you to explore the resources they provide.

4|Web 2.0 for Communication



K ) ” M ,> SVEATraining Modules
SVEA T T

Session 1 - An Introduction to Web 2.0 Communications

Introduction

This session is designed to raise your awareness of the different types of Web 2.0
communication available and how they are being used across the Internet. The session will
also provide examples of how these communications tools have been used in the support
of teaching and learning.

Before computing developed in the second half of the 20th century, personal distance
communications was mainly limited to the telephone and postal services. With the advent of
computing and the Internet came communications by Fax, email and, for government,
business and education, the first generation of videoconference services.

Online communications became widely available with the development of Web 2.0 services.
Voice and video communications, chat rooms, instant messaging and discussion forums are
now available to anyone. A key feature is that many of the services are free to use.

A rich variety of communications tools offers significant benefits to teachers and learners in
the way education is supported. This session will introduce some of the most popular and
effective online services.

@arning outcomes \

By the end of this session, you will be aware of:

e Voice and Video communications;
e Instant Messaging and Chat tools;

e Discussion Forums;

K e The use of Web 2.0 communications in education. /

What you have to do

This is an awareness raising session, so most of the resources are sources of information
which you will be using in the following sessions to gain practical experience. The task, then,
is to view the resources and gain an understanding of the variety and scope of online
communications available.

1.1 Voice and Video Communications

The Internet is a global computer communications network. All modern computers are
Internet enabled, often with a wireless connection, and hence the users can communicate
with each other using the services available.

The most widely used voice and video communications service currently available is Skype. It
is this service that will be described here and you will be shown how to set it up and use it in
Session 2.

Have a look at this video to get a good overview of what Skype has to offer.

5|Web 2.0 for Communication
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In Summary
o Skype is free software you can download to your computer;
e You can use Skype to talk direct, at no cost, from anywhere in the world;
e Skype also offers a free HD video conferencing facility;
e Skype also has Chat and Instant Messaging services

The Skype website has excellent guides, videos and tutorials to help you set up a Skype
account. The site also has tutorials on the more advanced features such as videos calling
and group conferences. It really is worth spending some time looking through the resources
on offer. We will be looking in detail at this in Session 2.

For this new application there is a video tutorial on how to use Skype for those new to the
application.

The main communication features of Skype are voice and video communications. However,
it also has the ability to send instant messages and provides a chat facility. These functions
will be described in the next section.

1.2 Chat & Instant Messaging

Online chat can refer to any kind of communication over the Internet, but primarily refers to
direct text-based one-on-one chat or group chat using a tool such as instant messenger. The
term chat implies informal communication, this really is the essence of chat / instant
messaging.

Instant Messaging and Chat are forms of real-time direct text-based communication
between two or more people using personal computers or other devices through a shared
client such as Google or MSN Messenger. A Chat tool is an online service that allows two or
more people to communicate through text messages that appear in sequence in a chat
window. The interchange of messages typically takes place between the participants when
they are online at the same time.

The website of E-language gives a good explanation of how Chat tools work.

Instant messaging

Instant messages are typically used for individual message communications rather than the
synchronous dialogue of a Chat session.

There are many instant messaging applications you can download from the Internet, one of
the most popular being MSN. However, many applications you are already using will have
instant messaging built in. For example, Facebook, Gmail, Beebo and Skype all have instant
messaging capabilities that allow you to chat with your friends.

The practicalities of both Instant Messaging and Chat will be covered later in the module.

The website of E-language gives a good explanation of instant messaging while a_video
explains how Instant Messaging works in practice.
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To Summarise:

e Instant messaging is an almost instant way to send a text message, talk on the
internet and transfer files

e To use instant messaging you will need to choose an Instant messaging client like
MSN

e When you login your Instant Messaging client you will see all your friends who are
online.

e Instant messaging will show you the status of your friends. For example, if they are
online, offline, busy, asleep etc.

The next section in this session looks at Discussion Groups and Forumes.

1.3 Discussion Groups & Forums

An Internet forum is another way of communicating on the Internet through text-based
communication. Discussion forums differ from Chat sessions in that entries are archived and
can be accessed after the conversation has finished. Forums allow people to post
discussions about topics of interest.

Unlike instant messaging or chat, forums give time to the user for thought and reflection and
thus produces much more considered responses. Because a forum sets up asynchronous
discussion over a specified time period, forums can handle more complicated areas of
discussion including the development of ideas. The asynchronous nature of forums allows
participants to post contributions to a discussion and see other participants’ comments
without having to be online simultaneously.

Forums enable you to access peoples’ expertise in a particular subject area. For example, it
is common for people to find solution to a computer problems or electrical hardware
problems on Internet forum. Forums allow people to share their expertise and experiences
so that people can not only access them but also add to and comment on them. However, it
is worth bearing in mind that anyone can set up a forum on the Internet and that what
you’re accessing isn’t always necessarily expert or informed information or opinion.

A video describes what Internet forums are and how they’re used. The video also goes on to
explain what Internet communities are and how forums facilitate them.

To summarize:

Forums
e Forums are places on the internet where people can trade ideas and information;
e Forums allow many people to talk about what they know and their experiences;

e Forums are online communication across many users, usually through text and
sometimes graphics and videos.
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Internet Community

e An internet community is a group of people with common interests communicating
using the internet;

e Many community forums are maintained by special interest groups who are keen to
share information on subjects of mutual interest;

e An internet community breaks down geographical limitations and allows like-minded
people to talk about like-minded topics across the world.

Discussion Forums in practice

Guidance on setting up and using discussion forums will be given in Session 4 of this module.
To conclude this introductory session you are invited to share your views in the forum set up
for the module.

1.4 Session Outcomes and Discussion

This session has introduced you to some of the most commonly used Web 2.0
communication tools: Skype, Instant Messaging and Forums. All the communication tools
explored offer the support the development of groups and facilitate opportunities for
interactive exchange and collaboration. Each of the tools enables online communications in
a different way and no doubt you will already be thinking about how they can be used in the
support of learners.

Skype allows communications across geographic boundaries that can be used to enhance a
sense of multiculturalism within students. Skype can facilitate global partnerships between
groups and provide access to experts, practitioners and other learners.

Instant messaging offers immediate communication between people and has been shown to
foster closer relationships between students and instructor and help students work to
deadlines. Instant messaging achieves this by facilitating more flexible working and allowing
students to approach staff more easily and ask questions that they were unable to ask in a
classroom setting.

Forums offer an opportunity for student to work together on projects in groups and
participate in on-going discussions that are independent of the students' locations. Forums
allow all students to actively engage with their learning through interaction with their peers
and the construction of knowledge through a shared experience. A forum creates equality
for opportunity and accessibility to discussion that the classroom setting sometimes doesn't
allow. Students, who many not respond quickly to classroom question, have time for
reflective thought.

Some questions to consider:
e What do you think about Web 2.0 applications and the issues raised in this session?

e Do you agree with the statements made about potential benefits and application in
teaching?

e Are there any views that you particularly disagree with?

e What impact would the implementation of Web 2.0 communication tools have on
your institution?

8|Web 2.0 for Communication



K ) ” M ,> SVEATraining Modules
SVEA T T

e What are the key benefits that you think it can offer, both for you as a practitioner
and for your learners?

You are invited to share your view on these issues in the discussion blog.

It is hoped that this session has raised your awareness of Web 2.0 communications. The
following sessions will introduce you to some of the most popular web communications
tools.

9|Web 2.0 for Communication
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Session 2 — Voice & Video Communications

Introduction

Having been introduced to a range of web 2.0 communications tools in the first session of
this module, the following sessions will cover the practicalities of setting up and using these
communications tools. The final session 5 will provide an overview of how they are being
used in education.

This session will cover the first area of communications that was introduced: voice and
video. There are a number of options available, but the session will concentrate on Skype,
one of the most widely used online services.

@arning Outcomes \

By the end of this session you will have:

e Set up your own Skype account;
e Set up and tested your sound and video equipment;

¢ Communicated with colleagues using voice and video;

K e Communicated using the Skype IM/Chat service; /

What you have to do

You will be given guidance on the setting up and use of a Skype account. You will also be
expected to set up appropriate sound and video equipment so you can communicate in this
way. Such equipment is inexpensive and often comes as part of the computer itself. You will
then have exercises to complete that will give you experience in the use of voice and video
communications.

2.1 Creating a Skype Account

This section will guide you through setting up a Skype account. Once you have created a
Skype account you will be able to start communicating, at no cost, will people over the
Internet. Once you have gained experience and confidence using Skype you can start
implementing classroom activities that suit your learners. Setting up a Skype account is really
very easy, and the Skype website offers you all the information and support you will need.

To create a Skype account you will need to go to the Skype website. From the home page
click on the Join Skype button at the top of the page

Buy Crai ion i (EETITEID

From here, fill in the Create an Account screen with your details and an account will be
created for you.

10| Web 2.0 for Communication
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How do you intend to use Skypa?
Mostly personal conversations 18]

Skype Name®
Mew_UserD07 w

Suggestions

. userags

i sare1 3

"ol s TS 06

Password” Repeat password®

Bend ma Skype news and promotions about new features, products and other Skype-related
information.
# By emall

Can road tha baxt in the box?

nlsOr Acts © o ©

Ratrash Listen Haip

Type the texi above here®
hoisor acts|

pl the Skype End Liser License Agreamant, the Skype Terms of Sarvices and

When you have set up an account you will be prompted to download the Skype application
onto your computer. Once you have completed this you will be able to add contacts to your

Skype account and begin communicating with them.

Skype has a wide range of supporting materials and videos on the website to help new users.

These are worth looking at as you develop your experience Skype functionality.
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[ Seacch |
Hot topics Browse questions
o What new leatures are available in Skype
5.0 for Windows? & Account

o« What new lealures are available in Skype
5.0 Beta for Mac?

o ['ve forgofien my password, Yhat should
Ldo?

Wh my v not work?
Why cani | sign in to Skype?

Why can't my friend hear ma?
How do subscriptions work?

Why isnt my subscription working?
How does Skype maka monay?
What is an Oniling Number?

How does volcemail work?

4 9 8 8 B B 0 &

Guidance video

& Skype for Business
O Skype for Mobile

Hl Troubleshooting

8 Using Skype

o Glossary

o Search tips

o Sysiems repor

o Forums

o Ways to Pay

o View purchase limits
o Gat more help

You can find a video here explains how to setup a Skype account and should help to
underpin the information you have gained from the Skype website.

In Summary

e Choose your operating system, e.g. Windows

e Click the Download button

¢ Save the file. Saving in a download folder makes finding the file later much easier

¢ Once downloaded, double click on the saved file and the installation will begin

e Once installed you will be prompted to choose a user name and password

e Using your real name as a user name is a good idea when using Skype if you want
people to be able to find you.

The next section explains how to use Skype for voice and video communications.

2.2 Getting Started with Skype

When you have created your Skype account and downloaded the application to your
computer, you will see a welcome screen that will help you get started in its use:
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™~ _ Welcome scre = P4
8 Hello and welcome to Skype.
Take a minute to get set up... Or get started now...

A = ;" _‘/
3 7
See what's new in Skype  Find friends and import  Check your sound works Close this welcome screen

contacts and start using Skype

Show welcome screen at startup

In order to make voice and video calls you will need a microphone, speakers or headset, and
a webcam. Many people find it most convenient to use a headset that includes both
headphones and a microphone. These are inexpensive, as are webcams that typically plug
into a USB port and sit on the top of the computer screen.

With both headset and webcam connected, you can then 'Check your sound works' by
clicking on the button. The window below will appear which invites you to test your
speakers/headphones by playing a sound, your microphone by indicating a sound level when
you speak, and your video by displaying your webcam picture.

r'u Skype™ - Welcome screen = &J‘
@ Check your sound works
Speakers Microphane Video
You need speakers, headphones or a headset 9 You need a microphone (ntermal or plug in), or e You need a webcam (nternal or plug i, e
: a headset.
'lﬂ!:ptﬂ kers T_ﬁl microphone

Your Video Image

You're all set up to make video calls.
Zeeing as you're looking so good, why not take a
snapshot 1o use in your profile? Done

Return to welcome screen Exit this guide
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The final thing to do when getting started with Skype is to add contacts to your contact list
so you can communicate with them. They need to have Skype accounts as well, of course.
The easiest way to do this is to open the Skype application you downloaded and click on
'Add a contact'.

Lgind Skype™ - tonytoole R
Skype Contacts Comversation Cal View Tooks Heb

e Skype Home -6 Profile .'Ei Give feedback

2

®  Tony Toole o]

|

-'B.mldm:nmmmm L

L Contacts (® Recent

(&) L ]
| X Seard

' €4 Chis Tooke

P "fA tel e T ol FMUA-B Tt

oY M S0

Rig| » __J

= TC"|'.|'!||I‘.'—.'r:.!g what

youre up to

. < hitos amﬂw& Skype contacts | Facebook friends ﬁ

Clickon ‘Add a

e ]

: Se vuel fare un pass

50 N avant

! & Graham Attwel
. © Grainne Conole

‘._'_ Add a contact “ﬁ- Create a group

Heard
something
funny?

s2: Call phones

23,269,017 people online

hTc
r-ul\', e lhani

A new window will open that will invite you to enter the name, email address or Skype
name of someone you would like to add as a contact. Skype will then search for that person,
and, if they have an account, will allow you to send them an invitation to become a contact.
When they accept, you will then be able to call them.

b

Q Skype™ - Add a contact

Add a contact

If they're on Skype too, calls are free.
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When you have the contacts in your contact list you can call them. Click on their name in the
list and then select either 'Call' for just voice communications or 'Video call' for voice and
video.

Eyns Skype™ - tonytoole Lo | = | O [

Skype Contacts Conversation Call View Tools Help

4~ Tony Toole Vi Eleonora Pantd (Torino) * Close

I Call cheaply to mobile phones and landlines (D http:ffemw . muzu. tv fgb/caparezza feroe-storia-. . PR

L Contacts (9 Recent B0 12:25 Torino, Italy

[
ety

'ui Online

‘ O Video call m & Share | (AR | il

ER | & reecTtamundacteess
i Ve are already in Georgia :)
g: ) Chris Toole

Eleanora Pantd (Torina)

|

. ol http: ffwww . muzu. tv fabjcapar..

- . Giovanni Coriasco
i ‘) Graham Attwel

§ ‘:'-\ ‘) Grainne Conole
% Home =
‘__'_ Add a contact ‘“‘-'I- Create a group

11 xy - £ & s =
=:: Call phones (L) Show messages from: Yesterday « 7days + 30days « Imonths
» Gmonths « 1year » From Beginning

@~ 5

L ©

You are now able to practice using Skype for your voice and video calls. It is suggested that
you continue to populate your contacts list with colleagues and friends and experience how
convenient (and inexpensive) it is to communicate anywhere in the world.

The next session will introduce you to the Skype Chat and Instant Messaging functions.

2.3 Chat & Instant Messaging with Skype

The next session in this module will introduce a number of popular web 2.0 Chat and Instant
Messaging services. However, as noted in the previous session, applications such as Skype
also have similar functionality. We will conclude this session by describing the Skype Chat
tool as an introduction to that type of online communications.

When you select a contact in your contacts list, in the bottom of the main Skype window
there will be a text box displayed where messages can be entered.
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Skype Contacts Conversation Cal View Tooks Help

i~ Tony Toole 1 petranewrly X Close
aﬁdnqiylmmbhpfmmm M 1240 ils
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—

oo D o5 & i

Yesterday =
4 Lara Marcelin Show messages from: 7 days
21 August 2011 ;
L4 Glovanmi Corlasco
Friday, August 19, 2011
19 August 2011
W petrantawly; Siwona Pede Text message | fora st sope confierence with
ference?

Okler than a week window

leripock

semeTet-A-m-und-asTemes |lfpof Y

Framna Camala metransasls Cemann
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. Our new Subscriptions - B | O~ o
=" The cheapest way to call

L 15% [ phenesiithSkipe O
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When you enter a text message in this box and press the Enter key, the message will be sent
to the contact you selected. If they are online at the time, they will be instantly alerted to
your incoming message. If they are not online, then they will see the message the next time
they open Skype on their computer.

As well as sending individual messages like this, it is possible to use the same facility as a
chat tool. When you are online at the same time as one of your contacts (this will be
indicated by the green button to the left of the contact name) you can engage in a real time
online text-based chat. This can be a very quick and convenient way of sharing information
as an alternative to an email exchange of text messages. It is also a way of communicating in
real time on Skype when you don't have sound or video equipment available.

To conclude this session you are now invited to share your experience and views on the
discussion forum.

2.4 Conclusions and Discussion

You have been introduced to Skype in this session as one of the most widely used Web 2.0
applications for voice and video communications. You have been shown how to register an
account and set up Skype for use on your computer. You have also been encouraged to
experiment with the use of Skype and gain experience in its use.

What are your impressions of its use and value? Is it something that you are likely to use,
both socially and at work? What do you think of its potential as a tool for supporting
learners? Are there likely to be benefits for work-based learning programmes?

Share your views in the discussion forum.
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Session 3 — Chat & Instant Messaging

Introduction

This session examines two further methods of communications using web 2.0 tools. It
follows on from the previous session on voice and video communications and looks at real-
time text communications. You will probably be very familiar with the use of email for day-
to-day text-based communications, both at work and socially, and may well be an
experienced Facebook user for sharing text-based social information. However, both of
these methods are what is referred to as 'asynchronous' in that the times when the
messages are sent and received are different.

The methods to be considered here are intended for more 'synchronous' communications
where the sender and receiver are online and participating at the same time. You will be
invited to try out these methods of communications and reflect on their value in the support
of learners.

(earning Outcomes \

By the end of this session you will have:

¢ Been introduced to a number of Chat and Instant Messaging tools;

e Gained practical experience in their use;

k e Have had the opportunity to reflect on their value in education. /

What you have to do

You are invited to read through all the resources and to set up accounts for each of the
communications services covered. Having experimented with each of the web 2.0 tools, you
will then be invited to comment on your views of their value in your area of teaching.

3.1 Facebook Chat & Messaging

If you use the Facebook social networking site, or have already completed the Facebook
module in this series of Web 2.0 Tools for Teachers guides, you will be aware that it is
designed for social communications. As well as posting messages that are shared with your
Facebook friends, you also have the ability to have real-time chats with friends who are on
line.

You can find a video here that summarises how this is done.

In Summary
e When you're in Facebook, you will see who is available for a chat in the list of friends
on the left of the screen. You can also find the same information by clicking on the

Y® Chat (1) .
“button at the bottom right hand corner of the screen;
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e By clicking on a name, the chat window will open and you are able to type messages
and view the responses;

e This s illustrated in the following screen shot:

faceboo . Mome Prolle  Find Friends  Acoowst =
* "n-n: ‘Wl-_e | News Fead Top Wews * Most Recent B
n— Share statws [H Photo €] Link 9% video [ Question Upcoening [vents Se
.L:;':":; - :. ; Aﬂ::‘:::“m Toyits dailer woukd sell e & Tacrvachl. This pess o be E.,

wocier Ity g Yoot I o b nlrrmd Praple You May Know Sez M
s Shows friends koes e .
N ilabl h ki
- available to chat Clicking on a name opens

|~ the Chat window
e Chris Bivses
Bore da pawd| biow are v ol Fealrg today? [¥s Fridey, Topee!| A letle be i then

= off m Carcrf¥ shepoeng for Kra's urrform, Back for 2 chiling evenng s buld oy

- srergth for my drive to Laescester oty tomarmew. Remember folke e is good and
woure graneful and haopey with whart you've ol vl AtTact more happiness no
wour bves i)

.

Dl L & Lt
My Srnat s dreadil T moming, | sound oz BE Mkl |
o %

Chrin Biwsex s Mered 1 slatia

u Coabby Heredith
&Y Los Temen Siosts b thia i Friend Lists | 8 Options
! Lais Timon Stoate Heve fan,when you badk s

m Chees Bisaen Tha s moe kese. Have 8 greas e 5]

= s = 4N

R o
B rcriwe

Sl Yo AT

e Messages are entered by typing in the text box at the bottom of the Chat window.

The messaging services of Facebook and similar social networking sites are also made
available by other popular web 2.0 applications. The Windows Live Messenger service, for
example, uses the Facebook Chat service, as shown in the following section.

3.2 Chat and Messaging with Windows Live Messenger

One of the most popular Instant Messaging services is Windows Live Messenger. This
includes the widely used MSN Messenger service and automatically provides connectivity to
your friends and contacts in other social network applications. It is provided by Microsoft
and is available to be downloaded from their website.
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Windows Live Messenger 2011

h The best way to stay in touch with your friends

Share photos and videos while you chat. Video chat in high definition
or send a video message to a friend. And connect your social
networks to see important updates in one place—Messenger,

See what's new

View system tequirsments

When downloaded and installed, the program can then be launched. You will be invited to
signin:

T
signin to @
Windows Live Messenger

tony tocle@e-college.ac -

Forgot your password?

Signin as: @ Available -

[¥] Remember my ID and password Forget me
[¥] Sign me in automatically Options

i Sign in l[ Cancel

Don't have a Windows Live ID? Sign up

Privacy statement Terms of use Server status ADOUL

If you don't have a Windows Live ID, then click on the link and follow the instructions to
create one, then log in. When displayed in 'Compact Mode' the window will show all your
friends and contacts from the networks you are signed up to. You can click on any of the
names to send a message:
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E

iJ !E Share something new

tony toole@e-college.ac = Inbox (1) ,":'a.' i

Search contacts or the web Fe

# Favorites
- Keep yuurfé-.nrite friends at the top and ses more
¥R of their social updates. Choose your favorites
4 Groups
Create 2 group to communicate and share with the
people you choose

# Linkedln

Barbara Bristow

Dave Howells
David Lewis

Send message (Facebook) Eleanora Fanta
Send email | Elecnora Pantd {Offline]
| elennara.panto }_=-";md l.eom

ekt eoniach Hd'l Metworks: Facebook, Lmkedin

Add to favorites
lan Harms
View photos (Facebook)
e prnFli.: {Facebook)

View social updates

lacqun Meale

By clicking on 'Send a Message with Facebook' the Facebook message window will open and
you will be able to send your communication.

Internet Messenger can also be used for chatting. You can find a video here that gives a good
basic overview of how to use MSN for this purpose:

In Summary
e Firstly, you need to sign up for an Instant Messenger account

e Any offline instant messages you send or receive will be available the next time you
or the recipient signs in

e Any message that you are send will have the sender names before the message they
have sent

e You can invite friends to join in on a current conversation you are having

The final application to be covered in this session is Google Chat.
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3.3 Google Chat and Messaging

Google’s email, Gmail, also has a facility for chat and as Google mail is one of the most
prolific email providers, it's worth looking at this facility. Google mail allows you to invite
people from your contact list to chat and therefore engage in synchronous communication.
You have the option of talking to people directly via chat or emailing.

You can find a video here that shows you how to invite someone to chat through Gmail

In Summary
To invite someone to chat in Gmail:
e Type the person's username in the search, add or invite box.

o If the person you are typing to contact is not in your contact list, type in their full
email address.

e Click the Invite to Chat button to contact them.

¢ Your contact email will appear in a new window.

e Click Send Invites to invite the person to chat

¢ They will then receive an invitation from you in above their chat list.
¢ They will then click Yes to accept your invitation

e For the chat to continue they will click on your name to chat.

As has been seen in this session, most social networking applications have the ability for you
to chat and send messages to friends and colleagues. To conclude the session, share your
experience and views on the use of such communications in the discussion forum.

3.4 Conclusions and Discussion

This session has looked at a number of different web 2.0 Chat and Messaging services. It will
have become obvious that these, together with the Skype functionality in the previous
session, that such services are typically integrated within multi-functional social network
applications.

It can be assumed that this trend for multi-functional communications integration will
continue in the future and that the choice of use will be a matter of preference and the
context on which it is used. As we have seen, Facebook, Skype and Google all have
messaging and chat facilities. However, each also has a distinct functional focus: Facebook
on social networking; Skype on voice and video communications; Google on information and
application sharing.

All of these applications offer benefits in the delivery of education and support of learners.
Chat and messaging services can bring added capacity to educational administration as well
as teaching by providing flexible and easily accessible information distribution.

What do you think about the use of such services in your area of teaching? Do you have any
experience in their use that you can share? Post your views on the discussion forum.

The next session looks at the use of discussion forums for teaching.
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Session 4 — Discussion Forums

Introduction

You will already be familiar with the use of discussion forums if you have completed any of
the modules in this online programme. In each module and session you will have seen links
to discussions about the subject being covered and will have been invited to contribute your
own thoughts and opinions. These discussions are good examples of what forums are, what
their purpose is and how they work. Discussion forums are online spaces where people with
common interests can share information and opinions about specific subjects and gain
mutual benefit from that activity.

This session will introduce the general features of discussion forums and will demonstrate
how you can set up your own discussion groups. It will consider how this can be of value in
vocational education and will give examples of educational discussion forums.

(earning Outcomes \

At the end of this session you will have:

e Been introduced to the use and format of online discussion forums;

e Set up your own web 2.0 discussion forums;

\ e Considered their use in vocational education and training. /

What you have to do

Following the introductory information in the first section you will be shown how to set up
your own forums using two different web 2.0 services. You will be invited to gain experience
in their use, explore how others have used them, and to share your thoughts using the
module discussion forum.

4.1 Introduction to Discussion Forums

Discussion forums are online spaces where people can share information and opinions about
subjects of common interest. There are many thousands of such online forums covering
work, social and leisure issues where participants can find information, ask questions, share
experiences and engage in discussion. It is not difficult to see how this could make a positive
contribution to a programme of learning.

Forum structure and management

Typically a discussion forum will be structured around one main topic, under which there will
be sub-topics (often called threads) which are concerned with specific detail. Participants
respond to particular sub-topics and the discussion proceeds in an organic way that can have
varying levels of control.

It is normal for a discussion forum to have a Moderator/Administrator who set the forum up
in the first place and specified the subject of discussion. Groups can be closed or open and
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participants can have rights of participation varying from read-only rights through to the
posting of new topics and sub-topics. Participants can be invited or can self-register
depending on the conditions of the forum.

The forum moderator, particularly in an educational context, would monitor postings and
would ensure that all content was appropriate. Inappropriate postings would be deleted
and, where necessary, participants suspended or banned. Any educational forum moderator
would have a duty of care for younger learners, and would be responsible for the legal
compliance of postings.

Posts, threads and comments

A post on a discussion forum normally introduces a new topic or sub-topic related to the
overall forum subject area. Other participants who wish to respond with comments or
further information would post these as comments, and the original post, together with all
related comments, would form a thread.

The threads develop chronologically in a tree structure with other threads from the same
main topic. In a loosely managed forum, threads may be allowed to conclude by themselves.
In @ more managed forum (particularly in education) threads may be time limited and closed
by the moderator in a planned way.

Web 2.0 Discussion Forums

There are many different web 2.0 discussion forum applications available, both commercial
and free. In the next section, Google Groups will be described as one of the leading forum
providers. You will be shown how to set up forums and will gain experience of their use.

4.2 Google Groups

is @ Web 2.0 service made available by Google for anyone to set
up discussion forums on any subject and invite colleagues or
friends to participate. To access the service and set up a

Google groups

discussion:

e Enter http://groups.google.com/ in your browser

The Google Groups main window will appear

GO 18 le grO UDS | | Search Groups | romreees
# Preview the new Google Groups experience. Learn more » "'**
Discuss online or over email Explore groups
B Coats an accourt Find out what people are doing with Google Groups
Search fo
2 Setup your group | BEICH 106 3 FOUR
Z2P Arts & Entertainment Groups ¥@ Business Groups
3 Invite people = 3
l:!f Computer Groups (7_’) Health Groups
| Create a group.... | @ Home Groups .g} Mews Groups
ﬁ People Groups o% Recreation Groups
" School & University Groups a SciTech Groups
& Society & Humanities Groups Browse group categories...

Create a group - Google Home - Terms of Service - Privacy Policy
©2011 Google
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e Click on 'Create a Group'

e To find out more about the service click on 'Take a Tour'

Google Groups Tour: What can you do with Google Groups?

Google Groum et St 0 P\ B L
- Downport Reunion A
Planning mmchiae |l 2 one Search or browse lor information

WWant to learn about car repair? Have 3 guestion about computers? You can find & discussion or & group about it
Ther
" Make & group of your own

W¥hy not start your own group? For your family, your softball team... Creating a group is easy - just pick a name and
start imiting mambers

Join a group

Find samathing you like? Join straight away, or request an imdtation if it's a private group

Mext » Try it out

e If you don't have a Google account, then click on 'Create an Account' and follow the
instructions

e Sign in to your account

e Inthe 'Create a Group' window, name your group and click ‘Create my group'

Goxc nge Sroups cCreate a group
Set up group Add members

Name your group
Create a group email address

{@googlegroups.com
Group web address: http://groups_google com/group/

Write a group description

Letters remaining: 300

[7] This group may contain adult content, nudity, or sexually explicit material. Before entering
this group you will need to verify that you're 18 years of age or over.

Choose an Access level
1 Public - Anyaone can read the archives. Anyone can join, but only members can post
messages.

= Announcement-only - Anyone can read the archives. Anyone can join, but only managers
can post messages.

¢ In'Add members' enter email addresses to invite people to the discussion

e Click on 'Start a new discussion topic'
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& Members 1 member view all » +imte

Tony Toole (you)
Group owner

Start a new discussion topic @
'\.‘.‘(. Invite or add members o

Iz Tune your group's settings %]

Repori this group ERIH Send email to this group: svea-communications-module@igooglegroups com

e Enter a name for your discussion and a message to start the discussion
e Click on 'Post message'

Your message will be posted and all members of the group will be notified and invited to
respond. It is suggested that you now experiment with Google Groups, setting up your own
discussions and generally getting a feel for the way discussion forums work. When you are
ready, share your experience and views in the discussion forum for this session.

4.3 Conclusions and Discussion

This session has invited you to consider the use of discussion forums in the context of your
teaching, and has provided experience in the setting up and using discussion forums. If you
have completed any of the other modules and sessions in these online modules, you will
already be familiar with the discussion forums on this website, where you will have been
sharing your views and experience.

What conclusions have you drawn about their use and value in education? Summarise your
views in the forum for this session in the discussion forum.
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Session 5 — The Use of Web 2.0 Communications in Education

Introduction
Communications and Collaboration Tools

This module has introduced a number of communications and collaboration tools that can
be used to support learners. You will have seen that companies like Google have made
resources available for this purpose. The website of Google Apps takes this further. You are
encouraged to explore the site to develop your ideas about how such services are
developing and what use may be made of them in your area of teaching.

Global Collaboration with Skype
Like Google, Skype has also recognised its value in education and has created web resources
to support collaboration between educators. The website of Skype provides a gateway to a
wide range of activities that will help develop ideas how Skype can be used to enhance
educational delivery and support.

Exploring Web 2.0 Communications

There are many more websites that will allow you to develop your knowledge of how web
2.0 communications tools are being used in education. This website is an excellent source of
information and links.

To conclude this module on Web 2.0 communications, you are now invited to post your final
comments on the discussion forum.

5.1 Web 2.0 Communications Discussion

In this module you have been introduced to a range of online communications tools and
been encouraged to try them out. They included text, voice and video communications and,
for the most part, were freely available services that anyone can use.

Many educational practitioners have seen the potential value these communications
methods can bring to their support of learners. They offer additional and more flexible ways
for students to request and receive help and advice when engaged with their learning
outside the classroom. They also have great potential for collaborative and group work
between students.

This can be of significant benefit for work-based learners who are developing their skills in
the workplace and need flexibility to fit their learning activities around the demands of their
job. The ability to go online to request and receive information and advice at the time it is
needed rather than have to wait for the next scheduled face-to-face session would be a
significant additional service in support of vocational education.

In vocational education, training advisors will typically visit the learners in their workplace
for training and assessment activities. The use of online communications can add significant
flexibility to this support and has the potential to make it much more cost effective. Of
course, all of this would require changes in working practice by teachers, but a focus on
improving professional practice through the use of assistive technologies is an expectation of
modern education.
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What are your thoughts on these issues? How do they map to your teaching and area of
vocational education? Would it require a significant change in current practice to integrate
online communications into your learner support system? Share your views in the discussion
blog.
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